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MISSION 1: “For Crown or Colony?”

Boston Gazette’s List of Importers, 1770

Benjamin Edes, along with his partner John Gill, helped support Patriot protests against the Crown’s tax
laws by publishing the names of every merchant who refused to sign the non-importation agreement on the
front page of their paper. The list identified 12 merchants, including Theophilus Lillie, as “ Enemies of their
Country” and described the location of each shop so that townspeople would know which stores to avoid.

A LIST of" the Names of thofe
who AUDACIOUSLY continueto counteraft the UNIT~
20 SENTIMENTS of the Bopy of Merchants thro'out
NORTH-AMERICA j by imposting Britith Gaods
contriry to the Agreerent, .

_ :Z&.,{” Bernard,

<

1o Ring Sireét; almok oppafite Verhon'skead,
Fames. McWlafiess,

. Patrick McMaflers, \
. ‘< . (Oppoiie the Sign.of the Lamb,
Fobn Men, ’ oL

(Oppofite the, White-Hoife; and in King-Street,

Nathaniel! Rogers, .

(Oﬁgoﬁle Mr, Henderfon  fnches Store lower End.
I S|

{On 1‘I‘reut’_s IWhatf,

; n.g-Slmt., -
William Fackfon,
f},it tﬂ‘e\lllu'tenlle'ad, Co.r_nhiﬂ,near theTown.Houfe,
Theophilus Lillie, ,
« et M. Pémberton’sMeeting«Xoufe,North-Bnd.

Fobit:xTaylor,
= (A’ littlg North of the Draw.Bridge,

7/ - H . ' "
- Ame & Ehzabeth Cummingsy,  *
{Oppofite the Old Brick Mesging Hofe, ali of Bufton,
Ifrdel Williams, Efq; ¢+ Son,
¢ . (Tyadees in the Town of Hatbeld.

And; Henry Barnes| .
C o (Tradet iis the Town of Mar{boro®,
IT myft evidently iﬁpnr_.eiihu{ by Imporying Biitifl
& Goolls contrary to theAgreementyor by hrczkm‘é their
Lontrall with theMerchants, that they haye prefered their
own Jitle private Advantage;to the Welface of Ameri.
€a 1 It ¢ thetelo “ihly proper that the Public fould
know who they af  Ja haveat s critical Time, fore
didly detachied thej...elves from the'public’Interett § and
23 they will be deemed Enemtes to their Countiy, by all
v wwhoare wellewifhers to ity (o thofe whe aftord J:cm their
}  Countcnance or glye them theis Caftom, muft exped to
be ennfidered in the famendifasveeshls Tioht.
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Transcript:

A LIST of the Names of those who AUDCIOUSLY continue to counteract the UNITED
SENTIMENTS of the BODY of Merchants thro’ out NORTH-AMERICA; by importing British Goods
contrary to the Agreement.
John Bernard,

(in King-Street, almost opposite Vernon’s Head.
James McMasters

(On Treat’s Wharf.
Patrick McMasters

(Opposite the sign of the Lamb.
John Mein,

(Opposite the White-Horse; and in King-Street.
Nathaniel Rogers,

(Opposite Mr. Henderson Inches Store lower End

...King Street.
William Jackson,

(At the Brazen Head, Cornhill near the Town-House.
Theophilus Lillie,

(Near Mr. Pemberton’s Meeting-House, North-End.
John Taylor,

(A little North of the Draw-Bridge.
Anne & Elizabeth Cummings,

(Opposite the Old Brick Meeting House, all of Boston.
Israel Williams, Esq. & Son,

(Traders in the Town of Hatfield.
And, Henry Barnes,

(Trader in the Town of Marlboro.
IT must evidently appear either by Importing British Goods contrary to the Agreement, or by breaking
their Contract with the Merchants, that they have prefered their own little private Advantage to the
Welfare of America; It is therefore highly proper that the Public should know who they are that at this
critical Time, sordidly detached themselves from the public Interest; and as they will be deemed
Enemies to their Country, by all who are well-wishers to it; so those who afford them their
Countenance or give them their Custom, must expect to be considered in the same disagreeable light.

Source: Boston Gazette, February 12,1770
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