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The United States School Primer (1844)  
 

Very few areas in the southern United States offered public education in the years before the Civil War. 

Individuals, churches and some communities established schools for girls as well as boys. Most children if 

educated at all were taught at home from primers such as this. After the Nat Turner uprising in 1831, 

slaves across the south were prohibited from being taught to read or write. 
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Source: The United States School Primer of the First Book for Children, George F. Cooledge & 

Brother, 1844, Internet Archive, http://www.archive.org/details/unitedstatesscho00newyiala 


