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MISSION 3: “A Cheyenne Odyssey”

Across the Continent: 'Westward the Course of Empire Takes its Way,” print (New York: Published by Currier & Ives, c. 1868) 

From 1835 to 1907, the Currier & Ives printmaking company produced over a million lithograph illustrations of events, portraits, and scenes from American life. In the era before photography and the widespread use of illustrations in newspapers, people could buy these inexpensive and widely available images of events and places they had never seen. This 1868 illustration shows an idealized version of the transcontinental railroad expanding into the West.
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Source: Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division, http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/ppmsca.03213
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