TEACHER’S GUIDE
Document-Based Activity: Analyze Mississippi Voter
Registration Application (1955)

Part 3: Jim Crow Must Go

MISSION US: “No Turning Back”

A NOTE TO THE EDUCATOR:

In “No Turning Back,” when Sam Block and SNCC arrive in Greenwood, one of their primary activities is to offer
citizenship classes where Black Greenwood residents can come for help preparing for the voter registration
application and literacy test they must complete and pass in order to vote. Students can reach a deeper
understanding of the ways in which Mississippi’s Jim Crow era voter registration system was used and abused to
keep Black voters off the rolls from a close examination of an actual voter registration application. In this activity,
students will analyze the application using a Library of Congress primary source analysis protocol, reflect on how
the registration process stacked the deck against African Americans, and make connections back to the game.

Steps to Complete

1. Analyze with Observe-Reflect-Question Protocol
Share the Voter Registration Form with students and invite them to do an initial analysis of the document
independently or in pairs using the Library of Congress’s Observe-Reflect-Question protocol:

Observe: Students identify and note details about the document. (What did you notice first? What did you notice
that surprised you? How is the text arranged on the page? What is something small but interesting that you
noticed?)

Reflect: Students generate and test hypotheses about the document. (Who made this document and why? What is
the larger story or context going on at the time this document was created? What parts of the document reveal its
purpose?)

Question: Students ask questions to lead to deeper analysis and reflection. (What does this document make you
wonder? Who? What? When? Where? How?)

Because they are playing “No Turning Back,” students should use information and context they learned from the
game to help them complete this initial analysis.

2. Lead a Guided Exploration of the Document
After students have familiarized themselves with the voter registration form, lead the whole class on a guided
exploration of the document. As you step through the document ask students to look out for which questions would
be easy for most Mississippians to answer in 1955 and especially for questions that state officials could use or abuse
in order to disqualify Black citizens from registering to vote.

The Civil Rights Movement Archive provides a detailed analysis of this form and how it was used to exclude Black
Mississippians from the voting rolls. You can use this information to plan the class exploration of the document.

Make sure to help students notice and understand the importance of the following questions:
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Questions 5 & 6: Black citizens knew that the information the form requires them to provide about their employer
would be passed along to the local White Citizens Council. The Citizens Council could then, in turn, pressure
employers to fire any Black citizens who attempted to register to vote.

Questions 18 & 19: These questions require the applicant to copy a section from the Mississippi state constitution
onto their form, and then to write an explanation of the section’s meaning. Some sections of the state constitution
were only a few words long and had very simple meanings, while others were very long and complicated. It was up
to the clerk at the voter registration office to choose which section the applicant was required to copy, and therefore
could ensure Black applicants were rejected by assigning them sections of the constitution that few citizens would be
able to explain.!

3. Make Connections with “No Turning Back”

After students have explored and analyzed the document, have them respond to the following questions to help them
connect what they have learned back to “No Turning Back”:

e How did examining the Mississippi Voter Registration Application and Literacy Test deepen your
understanding of the challenges Black citizens of Sunflower County and Greenwood, Mississippi, in “No
Turning Back”?

o What is the purpose of the citizenship classes that the NAACP is offering to Black citizens in Greenwood?
What do the classes have to do with the voter registration form you examined?

e In “No Turning Back,” Verna works with someone from the community to help them prepare to fill out the
voter application. How does Mr. Block respond when faced with their questions and concerns?

! Analysis of these application adapted from “Voter Registration in Mississippi Before the Voting Rights
Act” (Civil Rights Movement Archive).
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Name: Date:

Instructions: Take a few moments to look closely at the primary source document below, and then
respond to the questions in the chart after the document.

Mississippi Voter Registration Application and Literacy Test, 1955

SWORN WRITTEN APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION

[By reason of the provisions of Section 244 of the Constitution of
Mississippi and House Bi11 No. 95, approved March 24, 1955, the applicant
for registration, if not physically disabled, is required to fill in this
form in his own handwriting in the presence of the registrar and without
assistance or suggestion of any other person or memorandum.)

1. WRITE THE DATE OF THIS APPLICATION

WHAT 1S YOUR FULL NAME?

w

STATE YOUR AGE AND DATE OF BIRTH

WHAT 1S YOUR OCCUPATION?

WHERE IS YOUR BUSINESS CARRIED ON?
8Y WHOM ARE YOU EMPLOYED?

~ o o

ARE YOU A CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES AND AN
INHABITANT OF MISSISSIPPI?

FOR HOW LONG HAVE YOU RESIDED IN MISSISSIPPI?

o

9. WHERE IS YOUR PLACE OF RESIDENCE IN THE DISTRICT?

10. SPECIFY THE.DATE WHEN SUCH RESIDENCE BEGAN

11. STATE YOUR PRIOR PLACE OF RESIDENCE, if any

12. CHECK WHICH OATH YOU DESIRE TO TAKE:
1. General 3. Minister's Wife
2. Minister _ 4, If under 21 years at present
but 21 years by date of
general election

13. IF THERE IS MORE THAN ONE PERSON OF YOUR SAME NAME IN THE PRECINCT,
BY WHAT NAME DO YOU WISH TO BE CALLED?

14. HAVE YOU EVER BEEN CONVICTED OF ANY OF THE FOLLOWING CRIMES:
BRIBERY, THEFT, ARSON, OBTAINING MONEY OR GOODS UNDER FALSE PRETENSES,
PERJURY, FORGERY, EMBEZZLEMENT OR BIGAMY?

15. IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 14.1S YES, NAME THE CRIME OR CRIMES OF
WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN CONVICTED, AND THE DATE AND PLACE OF SUCH
CONVICTION OR CONVICTIONS:

16. ARE YOU A MINISTER OF THE GOSPEL IN CHARGE OF AN ORGANIZED CHURCH,
OR THE WIFE OF SUCH A MINISTER?

17. IF YOUR ANSWER TO QUESTION 16 IS YES, STATE THE LENGTH OF YOUR
RESIDENCE IN THE ELECTION DISTRICT

18. WRITE AND COPY IN THE SPACE BELOW SECTION _ OF THE CONSTITUTION

OF MISSISSIPPI [Instruction to registrar: You will designate the
section of the Constitution and point out same to applicant]:
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19. WRITE IN THE SPACE BELOW A REASONABLE INTERPRETATION (THE MEANING)
OF THE SECTION OF THE CONSTITUTION OF MISSISSIPPI WHICH YOU HAVE

JUST COPIED:

20, WRITE IN THE SPACE BELOW A STATEMENT SETTING FORTH YOUR UNDERSTANDING
OF THE DUTIES AND OBLIGATIONS OF CITIZENSHIP UNDER A CONSTITUTIONAL
FORM OF GOVERNMENT:

21, SIGN AND ATTACH HERETO THE OATH OR AFFIRMATION NAMED IN QUESTION 12.:

The applicant will sign his name here

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI )
COUNTY OF }

Sworn to and subscribed before me by the within named

on this, the _ day of

County Registrar

Source: https://www.crmvet.org/info/ms-littest55.pdf
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Observe Reflect Question

Record any important observations | What conclusions can you draw | What questions need to be

you have about the document. about this document? Who answered so you can more
What did you notice first? What made it and why? What is the fully understand the

did you notice that surprised you? | larger story or context going on | significance of this document?
How is the text arranged on the at the time this document was What does this document
page? What is something small but | created? What parts of the make you wonder? Who?
interesting that you noticed? document reveal its purpose? What? When? Where? How?

Discussion Questions:
1. How did examining the Mississippi Voter Registration Application and Literacy Test deepen
your understanding of the challenges Black citizens faced in Sunflower County and Greenwood,
Mississippi, in “No Turning Back”?
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2. What is the purpose of the citizenship classes that the NAACP is offering to Black citizens in
Greenwood? What do the classes have to do with the voter registration form you examined?

3. In “No Turning Back,” Verna works with someone from the community to help them prepare to
fill out the voter application. How does Mr. Block respond when faced with their questions and
concerns?
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